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Download a copy 
of The Report Card

https://apo.org.au/node/225611


Download a copy of The Australia's homeless youth: a report of the National Youth 
Commission inquiry into youth homelessness - 8 APR 2008

DOWNLOAD A COPY OF THE 10 POINT ROADMAP

VIEW MATERIALS ABOUT THE OASIS

https://apo.org.au/node/8435
https://awayhome.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Australias_Homeless_Youth_Project_Summary.pdf
https://theoasismovie.com.au/the-oasis/education/studyGuide.php




Download a copy of 
The Report Card

https://apo.org.au/node/225611




The status 
quo – the 
current 
homelessness 
service 
system 



Look beyond crisis 
accommodation so 
people like Courtney 
Heron aren’t homeless in 
the first place, The 
Conversation, 10 June 
2019. 

https://theconversation.com/look-beyond-crisis-accommodation-so-people-like-courtney-herron-arent-homeless-in-the-first-place-118182


A crisis response is 
NOT enough!

Huge investments in 
crisis responses will 
NEVER 
Turn Off the Tap



A Way Home Australia
Download a copy of The Communique

https://awayhome.org.au/
https://awayhome.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/NYHC-Communique.pdf


Adolescent Homelessness – Causal Loop 
Diagram



What lies beyond Reconnect?

Can early intervention be done more 
effectively? Are there reforms in the way 
schools and agencies interact that should be 
pursued? … The impetus for reform is not 
because Reconnect is failing, but as a way of 
strengthening early intervention as not only a 
response to homelessness but a more robust 
multi-issue response that is capable of dealing 
with whatever adolescent issues arise and in 
a way that can deal with both early school 
leaving and youth homelessness (MacKenzie & Thielking 2014: 15).

The Community of Schools and Services 
Model

Early Intervention for Youth Homelessness

40% reduction 
in adolescent 
homelessness

20% reduction 
in early school 
leaving



SHS Clients Main Tenants in Social Housing 

Backend Status Quo 

Australian Institute 
of Health and 
Welfare 2018. 
Housing assistance 
in Australia 2018. 
Cat. no. HOU 296. 
Canberra: AIHW. 

Other SHS 
clients

56%

Young adults 
& children in 

families 

28%

Young people 
15-24 yrs on 

their own  

16%

Young people 
as main 
tenants 

2.9%

All other social 
housing main 

tenants 

97.1%



Treatment as usual Rapid Rehousing (Housing First)

Gaetz & Redman Slide, 2019

Backend Change – Rapid Rehousing



A rebalanced 
future youth 
homelessness 
service 
system 



The cost of youth homelessness in 
Australia

The average costs per person per year due 
to homeless per se was $14,986 in health 
and justice costs alone. 

This amounts to an annual cost to the 
community of $626m, which is more than 
the $619m spend on providing homeless 
services in Australia for all people using 
these services each year. 

These costs are apart from the cost of 
providing support and accommodation 
through SHS. 

Counting the costs of lost opportunity 
in Australian education

Early school leavers cost the government-
community a fiscal annual cost of $8,400 
per person and a social cost of $15,400 per 
person. Over a lifetime, this becomes a 
fiscal cost of $334,600 per person and a 
social cost of $616,200 per person. 

For the entire Australian early school leaver 
cohort, the annual fiscal cost is $315.3 
million, and the annual social cost is $580.7 
million. 

Scaled up over a lifetime period, the costs 
of early school leaving amount to a fiscal 
cost of $12.6 billion and a social cost of 
$23.2 billion.MacKenzie, D., Flatau, P., Steen, A., & Thielking, M. 

(2016). The cost of youth homelessness in Australia: 
research brief. Melbourne: Swinburne Institute for 
Social Research.
Lamb, S., & Huo, S. (2017). Counting the costs of lost 
opportunity in Australian education. Melbourne: 
Mitchell Institute. 

Youth Homelessness & Early School Leaving 
are EXPENSIVE 



Early 
Intervention 
– the cost 
savings of 
Turning Off 
the Tap 

MacKenzie, D., Flatau, P., Steen, A., & 
Thielking, M. (2016). The cost of youth 
homelessness in Australia: research brief. 
Melbourne: Swinburne Institute for Social 
Research.




