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GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN ORAL HEALTH SCIENCE  

BACKGROUND  

The Graduate Certificate in Oral Health Science will provide a flexible learning experience and will employ innovative methods and approaches to teaching 
and learning in the online, face-to-face, simulation and clinical environments, utilising intensives, distance learning and clinical mentoring. It offers an 
advanced pathway for graduates while at the same time offering articulation opportunities for practitioners and creating partnerships with government and 
industry. The structure is a blend of learning through the University and application and extension of learning in clinical facilities in partnership with industry 
and graduate employers.  

 

There will be high-quality content that will be effectively delivered in multimodal approach, incorporating online delivery with a focus on self-directed learning 
and problem-solving. Students will work in small groups in the simulation clinic and extended in clinical learning facilitated by government and industry. The 
program has been accredited by the Australian Dental Council and approved by the Dental Board of Australia.  

 

AIMS/OBJECTIVES  

The aim of the program is to develop the knowledge skills and understanding to enable oral health therapists and dental therapists to utilise their current 
scope of practice, but for the restorative management to work on an extended age range of patients in diverse environments.  

The objectives of the program are that graduates will have:  

• An understanding of the delivery of restorative dental care to adults  

• An understanding of the aging process of dentition and occlusion  

• An appreciation of the management of non-carious tooth loss  

• Development of skills with simple direct restorations  

• An appreciation of the clinical disciplines in adult care.  

 

The anticipated knowledge, skills and attitude to be developed by the student are:  

• Extension of clinical restorative skills to the provision of simple direct tooth restoration in the adult patient  

• Development of clinical judgment skills in identifying those teeth which require simple direct restoration and those which must be referred for 
more complex care  

• Development of knowledge in management of patients with fixed or removable oral prostheses 

• Development of knowledge in the identification and the preventive management of root caries 

• Management of medically compromised patients  

• Recognition and identification of oral pathological conditions in the clinical situation  

• Recognition of polypharmacy in the adult population, and  

• Knowledge and practical skills relating to administration of local anaesthetic to adult patients 

 

CURRICULUM  

The scientific components of this course will underpin and integrate with the clinical components of the course. The instructional approach is a blended 
learning approach and will consist of a variety of case-based integrated learning activities complemented by other learning activities including class meetings, 
tutorial, on-line modules, workshops, small group discovery, clinical and simulated clinic sessions. Information and communication technology will be used to 
enhance student learning and will be integral to the design and delivery of the course. Student assessment, both formative and summative, will be closely 
matched to the integrated learning and teaching activities and to the clearly defined outcomes and objectives. An emphasis will be placed on the 

development of self-assessment skills. A quality assurance system will monitor the implementation and evaluate the outcomes of the course.  

 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES  

On the successful completion of this program, the graduate should attain the knowledge and skills required to manage most common dental problems in 
adult patients and will be able to:  

1. Perform detailed clinical examinations of the extra-oral and intra-oral hard and soft tissues of adult patients, identifying disease, abnormalities and 
possible complications to care for the adult patient  

2. Formulate comprehensive integrated management/treatment plans specific to individual patient’s needs, integrating knowledge relating to the 
age-related changes in teeth and supporting structures, and recognise conditions, or likely outcomes of treatment, that require referral for 
consultation with and/or management by specialists  

3. Demonstrate a good understanding of the theoretical basis underlying the provision of restorative care to adults as well as the restorative clinical 
skills for the provision of simple, direct tooth restoration in the adult patient  

4. Apply an understanding of interdisciplinary issues and an appreciation of the complex clinical disciplines in adult care by be ing able to explain 
contemporary views on clinical patient management including working with dental/health teams, and provision of care to a range of patients in 
different clinical contexts  

5. Further develop knowledge of medical disorders, relate therapeutic and adverse effects of drugs in the individual patient and their implications, 
and incorporate in patient management  
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GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES  

University of Adelaide Graduate Attributes Learning 

Outcomes 

Knowledge and understanding of the content and techniques of a chosen discipline at advanced levels that are internationally 
recognised. 

1 - 5 

 

The ability to locate, analyse, evaluate and synthesise information from a wide variety of sources in a planned and timely manner. 2 - 5 

 

An ability to apply effective, creative and innovative solutions, both independently and cooperatively, to current and future 
problems. 

2, 4 

Skills of a high order in interpersonal understanding, teamwork and communication.   2, 4 

 

A proficiency in the appropriate use of contemporary technologies.   2 

A commitment to continuous learning and the capacity to maintain intellectual curiosity throughout life. 4 

 

A commitment to the highest standards of professional endeavour and the ability to take a leadership role in the community. 2, 4 

An awareness of ethical, social and cultural issues within a global context and their importance in the exercise of professional skills 
and responsibilities. 

2, 4 

 

AQF LEVEL 8 CRITERIA 

AQF level 8 criteria 

 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Summary 

Graduates at this level will have advanced knowledge and skills for professional or highly skilled work and/or further learning 

 

1 - 5 

 

Knowledge 

Graduates at this level will have advanced theoretical and technical knowledge in one or more disciplines or areas of practice 

 

1 - 5 

 

Skills 

Graduates at this level will have advanced cognitive, technical and communication skills to select and apply methods and 
technologies to: 

• Analyse critically, evaluate and transform information to complete a range of activities 

• Analyse, generate and transmit solutions to complex problems 

• Transmit knowledge, skills and ideas to others 

 

1 - 5 

 

Application of knowledge and skills 

Graduates at this level will apply knowledge and skills 

• To make high level, independent judgements in a range of technical or management functions in varied specialised contexts  

• To initiate, plan, implement and evaluate broad functions within varied specialised technical and/or creative contexts  

• With responsibility and accountability for personal outputs and all aspects of the work or function of others within broad 
parameters 

1 - 5 
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ASSESSMENT  

Assessment Type of 

assessment 
Facilitate learning 

Attendance and participation at all face-to-face sessions. Formative Includes case discussions.  

Encourages collaboration and group work.  

 

Clinical pharmacology assignment Summative Students work at own pace to complete tables on clinical 
pharmacology and medical conditions relevant to practice. 

Clinical case assignment Summative Incorporating current research, critical analysis, reflective 
practice and development in scenario-based learning. 

90 min written examination   Summative End of semester examination that is designed to assess 
integrated and applied knowledge and understanding. 

Attendance at all practical/laboratory sessions Formative Includes case discussions. Encourages collaboration and group 
work. Developing practical skill development and competency 
and application of new knowledge. 

Clinical assessment book – continuous written assessment in 
all simulation and clinical sessions and a reflective diary 

Formative and 
summative 

Encourages logical self-evaluation and critical analysis of own 
work. Self-reflection and feedback facilitates and enhances the 
extension of existing knowledge, enabling students to engage 
and calibrate against the criteria that empowers the learner 
and extends the learning process. 

30 min patient case review (oral viva) Summative 
  

Applying learning through critical analysis, reflective practice 
and development in scenario-based learning. 

60 min OSCE to assess entry to practice competence Summative Validates readiness for professional practice and certification. 
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COURSE INFORMATION  

The program comprises two 6-unit courses. 

  

Dental & Health Science (Adult Therapy) IV OH  

The academic program aims to provide an overview and development of comprehensive oral health examination, treatment planning, prevention and 
restorative care for adults. This course will involve an interdisciplinary approach to management of the ageing dentition. In addition to a cariology and root 
caries update, students will learn to identify and understand the nature of the forms of non-carious loss of tooth structure including erosion, attrition and 
abrasion. The principles of examination, diagnosis and treatment planning for periodontal disease are also covered. The course will focus on how to clinically 
assess patients, identify their risk factors and plan short and long-term management.  

 

This course will help students acquire an appreciation of reasonable treatment goals, dental management, and ethical and legal issues in relation to medically-
challenged, intellectually-disabled, psychiatrically-disabled and functionally-impaired aged patients, including patients requiring hospital management. Oral 
pathology, TMJ disorders and emergency management of oral conditions are reviewed and further developed. Additional topics covered include physiology of 
pain, oral and dental pain pathways, local anaesthesia, psychology, chronic pain and referral.  

 

Professional responsibility including clinical decision-making and referral are addressed through small group discovery experience. Students will be brought up 
to date with current research and will be required to read key references and explore resources. Students will have some flexibility to focus on areas of 
interest.  

 

Clinical Practice (Adult Therapy) IV OH  

The topics in this course cover both the theory and practice of restorative dentistry for adults. They explore new and existing techniques, case selection and 
treatment planning. Dental materials important to this discipline are also covered. Topics covered include aesthetic dentistry, adhesive materials, bonding 
systems, mechanisms of adhesion of materials to teeth, simple direct restorations, and reasons for success and failure of adhesive and metallic restorations. A 
variety of current operative/restorative techniques will be explored.  

 

This course reviews the structure of dental hard tissues of tooth, current concepts in cardiology including microbiology and the nature of saliva and its role. 
Both traditional and minimum intervention approaches to the management of patients at high risk of caries are explored. The topic also looks at practical 
assessment of caries risk including saliva testing, materials and products suitable for professional and home care, prevention, and short- and long-term care.  

 

This course explores a multidisciplinary approach to the management of dental conditions. In addition to emergency management in the field, this topic 
includes the theory and practice of examination/assessment of dental, oral and facial injuries, early dental management and referral for endodontic 
treatment. The role of orthodontics, prosthodontics and other specialist disciplines in the short- and long-term management of dental conditions and/or 
trauma will also be covered. Students are supported by online reading material and resources and will need to complete key readings before attending 
intensive hands-on simulation clinic sessions and workshops, and clinical sessions. 
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TOPIC INFORMATION 

DENTAL & HEALTH SCIENCE (ADULT THERAPY) IVOH 

1. Planning comprehensive oral care for adults 
2. Dynamics of the oral environment & diseases of dental hard tissues 
3. Minimal Intervention – Operative 
4. Oral pathology & oral medicine 
5. Common medical conditions and medications common in the adult population 
6. Management of / Working with medically compromised patients 
7. Dental radiographic diagnosis for adults 
8. Management of / Working with the older adult – geriatric dentistry 
9. Management of the incomplete and worn dentition 
10. Periodontal considerations for adult restorative dentistry 
11. Endodontic considerations for adult restorative dentistry 
12. Orthodontics and extractions - considerations for adult restorative dentistry 
13. Professional responsibility 
14. Immediate care 

 

CLINICAL PRACTICE (ADULT THERAPY) IVOH 

1. The comprehensive oral examination in adults (clinic session) 
2. Dental materials in the oral environment 
3. Local anaesthesia 
4. Preventive and restorative techniques for caries 
5. Non-carious tooth loss 
6. Clinical decision making (sim clinic) – bonding, amalgam, adhesive (posterior, anterior) 
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TEACHING DELIVERY MODES  

The course will use a variety of delivery modes to provide flexibility and a range of learning experiences that will enhance and develop the students 
understanding and experiences. It will incorporate face to face (including small group discovery, class meetings and resource sessions), case-based learning, 
interactive e-learning modules, simulation and practical and self-directed learning.  

 

Face to face learning: The face-to-face learning will include small group discovery session, class meetings, tutorials, workshops and resource sessions. The 
sessions will be based on a structured activity where the purpose is the mix of presentation of new information/ideas/ski lls by the facilitator and teacher 
guided activities related to that information/ideas/skills incorporating clarification, exploration, development and reinforcement of new learning. The sessions 
will be reliant on student-facilitator and student-student interaction and discussion of key learning outcomes. 

  

Case-based learning: A series of clinically-based situations will be used for a portion of the curriculum. Case-based scenarios aim to provide a realistic context 
for student learning and have been designed to integrate with material presented in other formats in a coordinated approach. The cases will require students 
to discuss, explore and review the material through individual and group research. The case-based approach is designed to allow guided individual and group 
explorations of a clinical situation or patient case that is realistic and meaningful. Academics work as facilitators to guide students through the case. Students 
need to discuss and synthesise their learning and evaluate their research/investigation.  

 

Small-group discovery experience (SGDE): The University of Adelaide has committed to a pedagogical approach that incorporates "Small-Group Discovery 
Experience" (SGDE). The Graduate Certificate students will undertake SDGE to discover the various relationships between health / oral health and the ageing 
dentition. Working with an experienced academic, they will undertake small group work as a collaborative project culminating in the group presenting and 
sharing their research with the larger class.  

 

On-line learning modules: There will be a number of online e-Learning developed for specific topics in DHS IVOH. These modules will further develop 
knowledge introduced during the face-to-face sessions and will include a variety of clinical and patient situations, supported by additional information and 
readings. 
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ADMISSIONS PROCESS  

The program is open to registered dental and oral health therapists.  

Applicants must hold a current registration certificate from Australian Health Practitioner Registration Authority (AHPRA) and a current radiography licence.  

Qualifications must include dental therapy restorative skills as part of the curriculum.  

 

Eligible qualifications may include:  

• Bachelor of Oral Health – curriculum must include restorative skills  

• Diploma in Dental Therapy  

• Certificate in Dental Therapy  

 

The Graduate Certificate in Oral Health Science has a quota of 20 full time places per semester. The applicants will be requested to complete an application 
through SATAC and then complete an application that includes personal details, curriculum vitae, a personal competency statement and two referees.  

 

The personal competency statement allows the applicant to demonstrate the knowledge and skills that they have in order to support their application to the 
program. They will be assessed according to how well their written statement addresses all categories and associated indicators. The supporting statement 
asks applicants to address: the reasons for choosing the program of study; their expectations of the course and capacity for independent study; skills, 
knowledge and abilities; activities and experiences which indicate the extent of their interests in oral health and likely success in tertiary study.  

 

The referees must complete an independent report which will ask them to rank the applicant on a number of key criteria which will include: academic 
capacity; written expression; capacity to learn new skills; communication; understanding of ethical issues; time management skills; quality of completed work; 
performance and potential for course.  

 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST  

 I have applied via SATAC for entry by the closing date AND obtained a SATAC reference number.  

 I have completed the additional application web form (http://health.adelaide.edu.au/admissions/gcorhlthsc/appform.html)   

 I have uploaded the following documents with my additional application  

• Qualification Certificate  

• Current curriculum vitae  

• Personal competency statement  

• 2 Referee reports  

• A copy of my registration certificate from Australian Health Practitioner Registration Authority (AHPRA)  

• A copy of my current radiography (if applicable in your state/territory).  

  

http://health.adelaide.edu.au/admissions/gcorhlthsc/appform.html
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Clinic mentor 

Students will be required to have a designated clinic mentor who provides support and supervision. We will require the name of your mentor, clinic location, 
contact email and phone number. 

 

The clinic mentor must attend a ½ day online/video conference to support the clinic mentor role. More details regarding the program will be provided once 
the offer and enrolment process has been completed. Students and Clinic mentors will have an assessment criteria booklet.  

 

The clinic mentor will also be involved in observation sessions during week 3-6. Students will be asked to observe their mentor for the equivalent of 2 sessions 
per week for week 5 and week 6. You will be asked to have discussions with your clinic mentor on the different aspects that influence treatment planning and 
restorative care and which aspects would be appropriate for you. 

 

MyUni 

MyUni is the online learning environment used at the University of Adelaide. MyUni provides students and staff with access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Resource material, readings and on-line learning modules will be available on MyUni. Once enrolled you will have access to MyUni. Tutorials are also available 
to assist you in navigating the system. 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/myuni/ 

 

Student handbook 

A student handbook will be available for students undertaking programs in the School of Dentistry. It is the responsibility of each student to read the 
handbook and to be aware of the policies and procedures it describes. Students will be able to access the handbook on MyUni. 

 

Fees 

The program is a full-fee pay place. Fee assistance may be available through Fee-HELP. Information can be found at the following link: 
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/student/finance/assistance/help/fee/ 

 

Hire fee for tooth models 

You will be required to undertake simulation clinic activities to review and extend your knowledge and skills on restorative care for the adult patient. There 
will be scenarios where you will be required to do some pre-reading and answer questions that will form part of a tutorial before you move to practical 
activities. 

 

The School of Dentistry now has a new simulation clinic in the Barr Smith South building. We have new models and a vending machine for teeth. 

 

You will be required to purchase a set of teeth for practical activities. The cost will be: Bond $150 (reimbursed at completion provided no loss or damage 
beyond normal wear and tear) and a non-refundable hire fee of $250. 

  

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/myuni/
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/student/finance/assistance/help/fee/
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Professional Indemnity 

You are covered for the work that you undertake as part of your studies under the University Medical Malpractice policy. Please read the email below for 
complete information. 

 

When you are undertaking the clinical practice component you will be asked to document all of the patients for each day, including procedures and 
supervision. The clinical mentoring is considered active supervision. 

 

Note that: 

• The students enrolled in the Graduate Certificate are practising oral health therapists and dental therapists who are studying to increase their skills 
and qualifications 

• The students are licensed and registered with APHRA, and hold their own private Medical Malpractice insurance 

• The students are required to undertake supervised clinical work as part of the Graduate Certificate  

• The student’s clinical work is performed in their own place/usual place of employment and/or at a SADS clinic; and is supervised by a licensed, 
registered and appropriately qualified “mentor” 

• The mentor is not always a University lecturer/employee (i.e. the mentor may be another dentist in the student’s workplace and/or a SADS 
employee) 

• One student has ascertained that her private Medical Malpractice insurer will not cover her for supervised clinical work undertaken for the 

Graduate Certificate 

 

The University’s Medical Malpractice policy will cover students in the Graduate Certificate in Oral Health Sciences when they are undertaking supervised 
clinical work in a teaching environment. 

 

To obtain the full effect of this cover, the University should ensure that appropriate risk management strategies are in place. These would include (but are not 
limited to): 

 

• Obtaining and keeping on the School’s file a copy of the student’s current APHRA registration, and current private malpractice  insurance certificate 

• Ensuring that the mentors are appropriately qualified to supervise the students, and that the students are being actively supervised while 
performing clinical work 

• Confirming that mentors who are not University employees hold their own malpractice insurance to cover the clinical supervision of the students 

• Ensuring that informed consent has been obtained from the patient (by the mentor), and the patient is aware that the procedure will be performed 
by a supervised student 

• Ensuring that students understand that the University’s Malpractice Policy will cover them for supervised clinical work only (any other work they 
undertake will be covered by their private malpractice insurer) 
 

You will be asked to: 

• Where possible, students separate their usual employment days with supervised clinical days, and 

• Keep a register of all patients that they have treated in the supervised clinical setting (including a notation that informed consent was provided by 
the patient). 
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