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The South Australian Foundation for Dental Education and Research (SAFDER) was established in
1990. Following an initial meeting of a Steering Committee in June of that year under the initiative and
guidance of the then Dean of the School of Dentistry, Professor John Spencer, it was officially launched in
September.

Since that time SAFDER has worked in conjunction with the School of Dentistry and The University of
Adelaide to support funding initiatives for the benefit of the School. This work is undertaken at the direction of
a Board of Management and has as its primary objective the task of establishing a continuing interest in, and
financial support for, the School of Dentistry at The University of Adelaide. The University’s Vice-Chancellor
and President (or representative), the Executive Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences and the Dean of the
School of Dentistry sit on its Board of Management.

SAFDER’s first two projects were to establish a Chair in Orthodontics and to refurbish one of the first floor
clinics in the Adelaide Dental Hospital, Clinic 1.4, subsequently named the Goodhart Clinic in memory of the
late Dr John Goodhart. In excess of $260,000 was raised in donations and equipment for Clinic 1.4 and
$326,000 was provided towards the Chair in Orthodontics.

In 1994 an appeal was launched to establish a Clinical Dental Research Centre within the School of Dentistry.
With financial support from this appeal and sponsorship from Colgate Palmolive (Australia) and the Colgate
Company (USA), the Colgate Australian Clinical Dental Research Centre (CACDRC) was established and
officially opened in 1998. Colgate Palmolive continues to provide financial support for the Centre.

The Foundation has also supported students and staff over the years by way of scholarships and
development awards.

Since the Foundation’s establishment, in excess of $6.3 million has been promised by practitioners,
individuals, the corporate sector, South Australian government and various trusts, together with direct support
by way of the provision of equipment and significant discounts in the purchase of major equipment.

If you would like to support SAFDER by making a donation or becoming a member, please contact:
Ms Heather Lewis, School of Dentistry, telephone 08 8303 3283, Email: heather.lewis@adelaide.edu.au
and Heather can provide you with further information.
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